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Stories of Psalms, Hymns, and Spiritual  
Songs of the Faith  

Harvest from Heaven 
 

In 2017, at MBC 215 people trusted the 
Lord as their Saviour, 18 were baptized, 

and 19 people joined the church. 
 

Praise the Lord for His faithfulness!  

Born and raised in the Delaware Bay community of Port Norris, NJ, Rob Gould attended Millville High School before enlisting in the US Army 
at age 17. He would spend the next eight years in the Army, earning his GED and two years of college credits during that time. Stationed in 

Dongducheon, South Korea, in 1977, Rob, who attained the rank of sergeant during his time serving our country, met his future wife Incha in 
that city, located just south of the Demilitarized Zone. The couple were married by a municipal court judge at Haleyville Elementary School in 
Port Norris, on October 23, 1978. Rob recalls, “The judge took a recess, came out to the principal’s office and married us, with my mother 

and auntie witnessing.” After the Army, Rob worked as a cook and chef at the Tropicana Hotel and Casino for ten years. Then, trying his 
hand as an entrepreneur, he owned several businesses, including a convenience store, commercial truck driver and five dry cleaning shops. 
Rob and Incha currently own and operate Island Dry Cleaners on Long Beach Island.  

In 2008, the Goulds accepted an invitation to attend a Sunday service at Mainland Baptist. Rob remembers that “I was immediately            

impressed with all the love I felt, and the attention to the children’s ministry.” He admits that, although always having been “a church going 
man,” he never “made the complete connection to God until I came to Mainland Baptist.” Rob began to understand how much God loved him 
and wanted to have a relationship with him. On May 3, 2009, the Army veteran trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Savior and           

followed the Lord in scriptural baptism shortly thereafter. Being a New Testament church, Mainland Baptist is a local assembly of baptized 
believers who have voluntarily joined themselves together to carry out the Great Commission, taking the gospel          
message to the world. On November 27, 2011, Rob, considering it his “reasonable service” to dedicate his time,           

talent and treasure to the Lord, became a member of Mainland Baptist. When Rob’s work schedule has permitted, he 
has enjoyed the discipleship and Christian fellowship of the RU Recovery Ministry over the years. He credits the RU 

Strongholds Discipleship book for strengthening his walk with God and continues to attend the RU Sunday School 
class. Brother Rob, who claims Psalms 1 and 100 as his favorite Bible scriptures, currently serves the Lord in             
Mainland Baptist’s security ministry. He and Incha have one son, Robert Gould lll, and three grandchildren, Patrick 

Ireland, Hailey Gould and Embri Gould.  

George Shuler and Ira Wilson were roommates at Moody 

Bible Institute in 1924. At the Institute, they combined their 

talents and gave the world a beautiful song of consecration, 

“Make Me A Blessing.” Wilson wrote the lyrics and Shuler 

the music. At first the song was rejected by music                     

publishers, so Shuler had one thousand copies printed to 

distribute on his own. 

One fell into the hands of George Dibble, an outstanding 

singer who was at that time music director for the                 

International Sunday School Convention in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Dibble asked for permission to use the song and it was 

granted. Soon people everywhere were singing the song, 

and publishers were wanting to distribute        

copies. 

Between the time Ira Wilson wrote the lyrics 

and the time the song began to be so well 

known, Wilson apparently forgot that he was 

the author! Until he died, he never                 

remembered that he had written these          

famous words. 

Make Me a Blessing 
Written by Ira B. Wilson   ~   Music by George S. Schuler 

“Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that 
keepeth the law, happy is he.” - Proverbs 29:18 

Mainland Lighthouse 

By Pastor Dean Bult  

Events 
Upcoming  

1.2  CBA Classes Resume  

1.6  Men’s Breakfast 

1.9  A. C. Rescue Mission Ministry  

1.10  Absecon Manor Ministry 

 

1.11  Pastors and Deacons Meeting  

1.12-13  Jr. Winter Camp  

1.21  Sanctity of Life Sunday   

1.26  CBA - GSACS Spelling Bee  

Many of us recall Charles Dickens’ famous story of “Scrooge”. In it a man’s life passes by him as he looks 

at the past, present and future. He realizes it is not too late to change his attitude and the influence he 

has while he is here on earth. When we see our lives through the eyes of God it makes all the difference 

to our vision and purpose. Keeping that in balance helps us to trust God that “all things work together for 

good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose,” Romans 8:28. Who 

knows which one of us who are saved and reading this will be in heaven by the end of 2018. The highest 

vision God’s people have is the guarantee of sins forgiven and eternal life though our Lord and Saviour 

Jesus Christ.  

In the meantime, we are to glorify him with our days and realize He has a purpose for us being here on 

earth.  He uses preaching, Bible reading and the Work of God to give us the vision of where we fit in. 

Leadership’s vision is for people to be saved and edified,  a vision for their families, a vision for spiritual 

growth, a vision for the future, and have a vision for their church. The leaders in the Church and parents 

in the home help provide Vision God’s way. Will you join me to  being alert and praying that we would see 

more, do more and believe more in 2018? Pray also that America would turn back to God and our             

leadership would lift up the vision of our founding fathers. 



By Pastor Paul Chappell 

youth ministry  

Our annual           
College and   
Career 2017                

Christmas  party 
was a fun          

evening of food,       
fellowship and a 
gift exchange!  

Junior Winter Camp 
At Camp Calvary ~ Bernville, PA  

January 12 &13, 2018 

For 4th-6th graders  
Cost is $70. 

 
Please see Mike Leeds for more information. 

I love the New Year for the fresh start it gives us on setting goals and making life adjustments. But in all our preparing and planning, it’s good to 
remember that our lives belong to God, and we are simply stewards—managers—of what He has entrusted to us. How do New Year’s goals look 
different when you remember this? I’d like to share the same life stewardship tips with you. 

Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: 
Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. But now ye rejoice in your                   
boastings: all such rejoicing is evil. Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.—James 4:13–17 

1. Avoid Presumption 
In all of our new year’s planning, sometimes we cross the line into presumption. We decide what we want our lives to look like, set our goals, and 
put our plans in motion…all without really considering God’s will. 
This was the problem with the people in James 4. Interestingly, that passage is actually a passage about planning. In fact, their plans don’t look like 
bad New Year’s goals! And James never condemns them for setting goals and making plans. He only warns them not to plan without God. 
Planning itself is biblically commended. The psalmist prayed, “So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom” (Psalm 
90:12). So plan, yes! But plan with God in mind and a desire to, first of all, do His will. 
2. Assess God’s Purposes 
Ultimately, we have one purpose—to glorify God. “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Corinthi-
ans 10:31). And yet each of us have God-given responsibilities that fall under that purpose. When we set goals for life stewardship, we are wise to 
set them according to the responsibilities and roles God has given us. 
One of the main lessons of James 4 is that our lives are so short—a vapor. When we remember the great purposes that God has entrusted to us 
and we remember how short our lives actually are, it motivates us to plan so that we use the time God has given to us. 
3. Activate a Plan 
Remember, James did not condemn these Christians for planning, but for planning without God. In fact, he told them they should plan—“For that 
ye ought to say, if the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.” As we set goals, then, we must do it in submission to God’s will—trusting Him 
and humbly yielding to Him. But James 4 reminds us that there is no virtue in setting no plans at all. In fact, verse 17 warns, “Therefore to him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 
So our plans for the new year should be plans to do “good” according to the responsibilities and commands God has given to us. 
Determine to steward this year for God. 

3 Life Stewardship Principles for the 

New Year 

Great group of teens and workers attended Omni Night 2017! 

Birthdays &                        
Anniversaries 

Saturday, January 6
th 

 
@ 7:30 am 

Join us for our first Men’s Breakfast 
of the year. 

A time of food, fellowship, and a 
challenge from God’s Word.   

Our annual           
College and   
Career 2017                

Christmas  party 
was a fun          

evening of food,       
fellowship and a 
gift exchange!  

1.5  Michael Holt 
1.6  John & Connie Tyree 
1.7  Ed & Maria Cartlidge 
1.11  Alfredo & Maritza Mercado 
1.12  John Boone 
1.13  Marie Boone 
         Kyle & Holly Burke 
1.16  Sharon Perna 
1.17  George Wingate 
1.18  Larry Thompson 
 

1.19  Terry Sperling  
1.22  Dorothy & Moliere Edma 
1.23  Tito Orellona 
1.26  Diane Tobias 
1.28  Carol Milstein 
          Lita Hamon 
          Michael Cohen 
1.30   Beverly & Ron Baker 
1.31   Noreen Applegate  
           

Memories 
from  
2017 

Sunday  

Sunday, February 25th  
 

Invite cards are available for you to take and pass out                
for this special Sunday.  

Look for the red fundraiser buckets in the Sundays leading 
up to this day in all of the various ministries.  


